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INTRODUCTION1

Our text begins with the parable of the vineyard in Isaiah 5. This
parable yields many woes. These woes are a reflection of Israel’s
response to all God has done to prevent distress and promote their final
welfare. God did all He could have done for the vineyard—He digged
it, carried away its stones, planted it with the choicest vine, built a
tower, and hewed out a winepress. Instead of the grapes that should
have been produced, God got wild grapes. We are invited to judge
between God and His vineyard. God’s judgment was to destroy it. After
all, He looked for the fruit of righteousness—and what? A cry! So His
people are to go into captivity. Sheol will enlarge. Israel will go into
captivity for a lack of knowledge.

As if looking back on their behavior, God pronounces woes on
Israel. Each woe demonstrates the fruit of wild grapes. He condemns
their materialism, their lack of knowledge, their taunts, self-deceptions,
drunkenness, bribes, and their injustices. He will hiss for the tools of
their punishment.

In all of these crimes, one sin is very blatant. This people calls evil
“good” and good “evil.” They put darkness for light and light for
darkness. They put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. They are wise
enough in their own eyes to turn every vice into a virtue. They are
clever to turn every filthy thing into an action as pure as the wind
driven snow. Yet, God does not see it their way. They are going to find
out what is about to fall on them.
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Now, we are the Israel of God (Gal. 6:16). Were these things
recorded just for them, or does God have the same problem with us in
our day? The apostle Paul wrote in Holy Scripture the following:

Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted (1 Cor.10:6).

Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
ages are come (1 Cor. 10:11).

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the
scriptures we might have hope (Rom. 15:4).

What do we do today in reference to fruit in God’s vineyard? We
will touch on quite a few things. First, notice our Scripture: “Woe unto
them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isa.
5:20). This verse begins with “Woe” (ho-ee). It is a form of ho from
haw, in Hebrew. It carries the idea of “ah,” as in expressing grief or
lamentation.2 The punishment for a heart so hardened as to call
darkness light can only be expressed by words that intimate a loud cry.
There is a hard way to learn that God, not men, sets the standards of
morality. The inner character of God shows what is light and what is
darkness. The character of God determines our doctrines.

CALLING DARKNESS LIGHT

The Darkness Of Denominationalism Is Not Light

One preacher preached, against the elder’s wishes, that there are
Christians in all the denominations, and that we should fellowship
them. The young people of his congregation liked the charisma of a
certain television “Pastor” in the community. They left the church in
droves to place membership there. Preaching true light may have saved
them. 

Every denominational church adds to God’s Word. In ancient
times, God said: “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the command-
ments of Jehovah your God which I command you” (Deut. 4:2).

Denominationalism is an incubator for the doctrines of demons,
just right for the damnable false prophets with their plentitude of vile,
cancerous, doctrines. Denominations are houses flooded with sin,
operated by ministers of all evil. The apostle Paul said: “But the Spirit
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saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through the
hypocrisy of men that speak lies, branded in their own conscience as
with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:1-2). We wonder who all gathered around the
flame? Who used the iron? How were these able to force the hot iron
on the conscience of those who gave heed to seducing spirits? But
again, Paul wrote: “Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh
spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col.
2:8). Notice that the word “rudiments” (stoicheion) has the flavor of
“first in a row of the same.” It is just like picking “a,” “b,” or “c” “of
any art, science, or discipline ... fundamental principles”3 of the world.
These doctrines are therefore drenched with the basic, crude notions of
things in opposition to God. Rip the sack of denominationalism. Out
crawls lust, greed, envy, adultery, schism, precepts of men, laxity,
ignorance, and such-like. Line them up and put them together and they
will slither to the sun and back. Their doctrines are not from heaven,
but from men (Mt. 21:25). Their “pastors” teach precepts of men (Mt.
15:7-9), with which they are impressed, being themselves numbed with
carnality. Denominationalism is a darkness, in which lurks nothing
good for saints.

Teaching That Denominational Pastors Are Misguided And Sincere Is
Darkness And Not Light

Please observe:

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly are ravening wolves. By their fruits ye shall know
them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? (Mt.
7:15-16).

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible,
even the elect. Behold, I have told you beforehand (Mt. 24:24-
25).

For this people's heart is waxed gross, And their ears are dull of
hearing, And their eyes they have closed (Mt. 13:15).

Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye cannot
hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father it is your will to do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he
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is a liar, and the father thereof. But because I say the truth, ye
believe me not (Jn. 8:43-45).

I know that after my departing grievous wolves shall enter in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after them (Acts 20:29-30).
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing the
divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine
which ye learned: and turn away from them. For they that are
such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their
smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent
(Rom. 16:17-18).

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for even
Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. It is no great
thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their
works (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

I have dealt with false teachers for forty years. They are greedy
deceivers. Are they sincere? Sure—as sincere as thick, fat-hearted,
wolves, with sin-seared, blackened minds can be. They are hypocrites,
children of the devil, and soul slayers. Their god is their belly, and my,
how they do worship it. They are slick smoothies. They are evil,
deceiving, howling, cheating, fakes. Other than all that, they are very
sincere.

But you cringe. I am too strident and go too far. Allow me to let the
Good Book describe them in God’s own words.

They “walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement” (2 Pet. 2:10).
Peter continues: “[T]hese, as creatures without reason, born mere
animals to be taken and destroyed” (2 Pet. 2:12). Denominationalism
and false teachers are darkness.

To Be Open-minded Regarding Truth Is Darkness And Not Light

Of course we should be open-minded in a noble way (Acts 17:11).
That is certainly good and is light. Noble (eu-gen-as) literally just
means to be “well born.” Luke uses it to mean “high-minded.”4 As
some have a “well-born” training from birth, there are those with a
high, well-born, and noble mind.

Yet, we know we cannot be good Christians and be open-minded
about darkness and our regard for light. Not only that, be prepared to
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be called bigoted, intolerant, and arrogant, with a superior, religio-
jingoistic attitude about your own beliefs. This type of darkness wins
the day by ridicule, avoidance, and fear of not being liked. But what
does God say?

Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for in the
same manner did their fathers to the false prophets (Lk. 6:26).

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve in his
craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity
and the purity that is toward Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).

[T]o whom we gave place in the way of subjection, no, not for
an hour (Gal. 2:5).

[T]hat we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
in craftiness, after the wiles of error (Eph. 4:14).

No, it is not good to be thought well of by all men. The good
people should like you, and evil people should hate you very much (Jn.
15:19). My brethren and I have been called “bigots,” “legalists,”
“hatchet men,” “knuckleheads,” “mean-spirited,” and more. To the
truly spiritually minded, to be called names is a thrill every time (Lk.
6:23). We would rather go to heaven and explain to God why we were
called names, than go to heaven and try to explain why we were not. To
be open-minded regarding truth is darkness, not light. Let us become
children of light (Eph. 5:8).

Instrumental Music Is Not Light

Sometimes our problems arise from people who “think” in the face
of God’s Word. “I think” is almost irreligious. The Christian system is
not run on “I think.” “I think there is nothing wrong with instrumental
music.” “I think it is just an aid to singing.” However, God said: “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa.
55:8-9). God’s ways are “past tracing out” (Rom. 11:33). And, we are
not to add to His word (Deut.4:2; 12:32; Pro. 30:6). Think, please, on
God’s Word. Is instrumental music from heaven or from men (Mt.
21:25)? Is the precept a doctrine of God or a precept of men (Mt. 15:7-
9)? Besides carnalizing the worship of God, may we notice a progres-
sion of thought?
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First, is there truly a fundamental law of human thought which we
might call a “law of exclusion”? If I were speaking at a lectureship and
said, “Please hold up a lectureship book,” many might have one and lift
it up. However, if I said, speaking to Ralph at a lectureship and making
good eye-contact, “Ralph, please hold up your lectureship book.” Who
would hold one up, Ralph or the whole audience? Ralph! “Oh, but
that’s not in the Bible,” one might say. Oh, but the exact principle is.

First, we know we are not to add to God’s Word (Deut. 4:2).
Second, God used the “Law of Exclusion” in Hebrews 1:13 and in
Hebrews 1:5.

But of which of the angels hath he said at any time, Sit thou on
my right hand, Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy
feet? (Heb. 1:13).

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my
Son, This day have I begotten thee? and again, I will be to him
a Father, And he shall be to me a Son? (Heb. 1:5).

Which angel would be so presumptuous as to say, “I am the Son of
God,” or “God will be my Father? God did not say I was not.” God
would say, “When I expressed Who was my Son, I said not one thing
about you angels. When I specified Who was my Son, I excluded any
other creature!”

What if another angel was so ignorant or so apathetic that he said,
“I’m going to sit on the right hand of God”? Would not God convict
him saying, “When I specified who would sit on my right hand, I
excluded you angels and all others”?

To specify is to exclude. Only Lazarus obeyed to “come forth” (Jn.
11:43-44). There is a law of exclusion, and it is ignored at the price of
disobedience.

Now, if we read the Bible, there are two places where God
specified what kind of music He wanted in worship. First we read: “...
speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).
Again, Colossians 3:16 says: “... teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts unto God” (Col. 3:16). There is a difference in a capella and
symphony music. A symphony orchestra has “winds, strings, and
percussion that plays symphonic works.”5 A “song” (ode) is a “lay,” or
“ode.”6 To “sing” (ado) is “to praise.”7 It is “to sing,”8 or “something
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sung.”9 There is no symphonic tinge to any command in the New
Testament. Instrumental music is a type of “care-less” darkness.

The Direct Operation Of The Holy Spirit On The Human Spirit Is
Darkness

This one is such darkness as can be felt (Ex.10:21-22). Campbell
said: “None cry for help so much as they who will not help them-
selves.” We hear the cry: “Everyone needs help in sanctification.” No,
we do not need help doing that for which we are solely responsible.
When we sin, we need to confess our sins and press on (1 Jn. 1:7-10).
That is the way God said we are to be sanctified from sin once we have
become a child of God. We asked our false brethren to show us what
the Bible calls the “Direct Operation.” No answer. We ask for a
Biblical example of it so we may study it. No reply. Biblically, we ask,
what it does. We hear that it “helps” us or “enables us.” They use
Romans 8:26. But we must reply that Romans 8:26 is talking of
intercession. Intercession is speaking of the Spirit (or spirit) doing
something on our behalf, not doing something to our heart apart from
the word. The false doctrine of the “direct operation” is the salient
doctrine of death. It annuls the purpose of the Word of God; denies
human responsibility; annihilates free will, and ignores obedience of
faith (Rom. 1:5).

Notice that the Bible is all-sufficient for matters of the heart. God
said: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17, KJV). Scripture is a “heart changer.” It
teaches, reproves, corrects, and tells us how to be righteous. We obey
from the heart (Rom. 6:17), and we are sanctified. Please notice:

Jesus said: “Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth ... And
for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves also may
be sanctified in truth (Jn. 17:17-19).

Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor. 7:1).

[W]hereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding
great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in
that world by lust (2 Pet. 1:4).
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And every one that hath this hope set on him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure (1 Jn. 3:3).

Above is the doctrine of human responsibility and religious
obedience. Scripture makes us complete unto every good work from the
heart. It is truth that sanctifies (Jn. 17:17). How? The truth contains
promises (2 Cor. 7:1). These promises are precious and exceedingly
great. Obedience is formed by these promises, so we partake of the
divine nature and are loosed from corruption of the world. Not only
that, promises give hope, and by hope we purify ourselves (1 Jn. 3:3)
How pure? As pure as He who will be manifested. Jesus was mani-
fested to take away our sins (1 Jn. 3:5).

There is some damnable thing in the “direct-operation” darkness.
It is the damnable doctrine of wait-for-God-to-do-it. Wait? Only,
whoever believes this doctrine to the end will die in his sin. Yet, Satan
will say: “Wait!”

A Religion Of Convenience Is Darkness, Not Light

We did not receive a social-club religion that promotes ease,
accommodates a comfy relaxation, that loses our original zeal and
disciplines, that affords contentment, contributes to rest, takes all the
shortcuts, pleases men, avoids loss, and bows to a life free from the
hassling of sacrifices and work for the Lord. Such a religion that is
suited to situation, that offers freedom from hard choices, escape from
sacrifices, is just snug, soft wickedness. Being handy to please, and
willing to appease any doctrine or denomination, is of the devil.

When I see such a commitment to lack of denial, demands, and
suffering, I know it is wrong. It is not Christianity. It is wrong, whether
existing in a person or in a church. “Are you saying such is liberalism?”
Yes! Such has all the constituent elements of liberalism. When the
above is defended by any of my brethren, in the spirit of King Agrippa
to the apostle Paul, I say: “Almost thou persuadest me to be a legalist.”
Please listen to God, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the sacred
Scriptures of the Holy Spirit:

But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you (Mt. 6:33).

If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever would save his life
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and
the gospel's shall save it (Mk.8:34-35).
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Strive to enter in by the narrow door: for many, I say unto you,
shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able (Lk. 13:24).

Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus
(2 Tim. 2:3).

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor is not vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).

A religion of ease and convenience is darkness and not light. It is
not Christianity. It would be lust, desire, and pleasure that would make
one even think such is Christianity.

Making Pastors Out Of Preachers Is Darkness And Not Light

It is rare, but I have had at least one incident where I preached on
the very subject. An elder was quite vexed. In a meeting he told this
preacher: “I know what the Bible says, but every congregation is
different. We need a preacher to go out among the flock. If he finds a
problem, he should report back to us.”

Brethren want to make some kind of pastor out of a preacher. He
must visit the hospital regularly, visit homes regularly, preach cute little
sermonettes, and make Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day sermons
sparkle. So we hear words from preachers such as: “Keep the wives of
the elders happy; especially the ‘she-elders.’” “Keep the elders families
well pleased.” Brethren, preachers talk to preachers all the time.
Usually only preachers, therefore, know some of the things that go on
behind the scenes. Too, some brethren would be shocked at what
misguided preachers put elders through with their whining, their
demands, and even their threats. I will not speak much of it. However,
I think every preacher ought to be up front with brethren. When a
preacher visits you in the hospital, visits you at home, or goes to a
funeral, it is because he is concerned as a Christian, as a friend, or
because you are a Christian. A preacher should not do those things as
a preacher. God specified what the work of a preacher is. Here, in part,
is what the Bible says of an evangelist’s work.

He is to know:

... foolish and ignorant questionings refuse, knowing that they
gender strifes. And the Lord's servant must not strive, but be
gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correct-
ing them that oppose themselves; if peradventure God may give
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them repentance unto the knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 2:23-
25).

He is to preach the word urgently, “in season, out of season” (2 Tim.
4:2). He is to be sober in mind, suffer hardship, and do the work of an
evangelist. He is to flee youthful lusts, regardless of how old he may be
(2 Tim. 2:22). He must be able to reprove sharply (2 Tim. 4:2). A
preacher should war the good warfare, and have a good conscience
(1 Tim. 1:18-19). A minister of the Gospel should be nourished in the
words of the faith (1 Tim. 4:6). He should command and teach (1 Tim.
4:11). He should give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. In
fact, he should be diligent in these things, give himself wholly to them,
and let his progress be made manifest, no matter how much pressure he
gets to do otherwise from members and even elders.

The work of a preacher is not to be a “men-pleaser” to the members
(Gal. 1:10), and a flatterer of elders, no matter that any try to hurt him
or “lord it over” their charge (1 Pet. 5:3). Let us strive in prayer and
otherwise to make our preachers bold (Eph. 6:19-20). They must not be
anything like the professional, weak-kneed, sissy, denominational
“pastors.” We do not need preachers with a backbone like a Twinkie.
Such is darkness and not light.

CALLING LIGHT DARKNESS

It is amazing how evil works. The working of Satan and evil is
carefully described for those who can hear. Please scrutinize these
phrases: “sheep's clothing” (Mt. 7:15-16); “snatcheth away” (Mt.
13:19); “false Christs,” “false prophets,” “great signs,” and “lead
astray” (Mt. 24:24). Also notice: “cannot hear my word,” “Ye are of
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do”
(Jn. 8:43-44); “he is a liar” (Jn. 8:44); “deceit” (Col. 2:8); “fair speech”
(Rom. 16:18); “wiles” (Eph. 6:11); “deceitful workers” (2 Cor. 11:13);
“lie in wait” (Eph. 4:14, KJV); “all deceit” (2 Thess. 2:10); “sleight”
(Eph. 4:14); “god is the belly” (Phil. 3:19); “beguiled” (2 Cor. 11:3);
“craftiness” (Eph. 4:14); “subtilty” (2 Cor. 11:3); “wind of doctrine”
(Eph. 4:14); and “the evil day” (Eph. 6:13). Are we getting a picture of
that which meets you head on, up front, and out in the open? No! Thus,
we are not surprised that in our warfare light is called “darkness.”

Bible Knowledge Is Light, Not Darkness

Our liberal brethren who deceive and are being deceived (2 Tim.
3:13), sneer at us for being locked into the Bible. They loftily claim,
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with all their love, that knowing the Bible is “Theological Thumb-
sucking” and “Neanderthal Theology.” Our preachers are “Bible
‘toten,’ Bible quotin’, backwoods knuckleheads,” they say. These are
our “loving, wise, intellectual brethren,” we hear. Yet, we try to be like
Jesus, Who said: “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
thou didst hide these things from the wise and understanding, and didst
reveal them unto babes: yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy
sight” (Mt. 11:25-26).

Why put a premium on ignorance, on the One Book of Christian-
ity? It will make us complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Knowledge is better
than choice gold (Pro. 8:11). To us, God says: “How long, ye simple
ones, will ye love simplicity [able to be seduced; silly]? And scoffers
delight them in scoffing, And fools hate knowledge?” (Pro. 1:22)?
Jesus said to the Saducees: “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor
the power of God” (Mt. 22:29). Did not God say: “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6)? Solomon said: “The heart
of the prudent getteth knowledge; And the ear of the wise seeketh
knowledge” (Pro. 18:15). Peter said we should give diligence (2 Pet.
1:5), that in our faith we should supply knowledge. Furthermore, we
are to grow in knowledge (2 Pet. 3:18). There is no friction between
love and doctrine, or love and knowledge.

Please do not let these silly, proud, arrogant men huckster you.
Bible knowledge is light, not darkness.

Commandments Are Light And Not Darkness

Our liberal false brethren never seem to use non-vocal communica-
tion as greatly as when talking about commandments. They smile or
frown with dramatic facial contortions, and they sneer with such scorn
and contempt as to turn a funeral onto an eerie back road. One could
think for a moment that they are actually nauseated, or at least
practicing to die, when they say the word “commandment.” Other
words have a similar effect on them, such as “works” (Jas. 2:24) or
“worthy” (Rev. 3:4), “save yourselves” (Acts 2:40), and “labor” (1 Cor.
15:58). Once they learn that these and other such words are to be used
in proper context in the Bible, these Scriptures immediately become
“difficult passages”—to them. They must use twisted study to produce
contorted interpretations, to make these Scriptures say the exact
opposite of what they clearly say. We offer the following passages for
your inspection:
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If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments (Jn. 14:15).

Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which I command you (Jn.
15:14).

He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him (1 Jn. 2:4).

And he that keepeth his commandments abideth in him, and he
in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit
which he gave us (1 Jn. 3:24).

The Bible says God’s commandments are faithful (Ps. 119:86), and
that we should love them above gold. We must be guided in the right
path by commandments (Ps. 119:35, 86). The truth is, we are justified
by works (Jas. 2:24); and, we will walk in white with Christ because we
are worthy (Rev. 3:4). We do save ourselves (Acts 2:40), and we do
labor, but not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). None of this takes anything from
the grace of God, the blood of Jesus, or God’s plentiful mercies. Those
who are not blinded by the god of this world will see that all the above
are our part in salvation. God commanded these actions to be used by
us for our benefit. His grace is the foundation, basis, ground, endow-
ment, and provision of our salvation. Our works, labor, and worthiness
save because they are means, instruments, and godly implements by
which we reach out, grasp, and hold on to that salvation which God
grants through grace. That grace centers on the very blood of Christ. So
we are saved by grace on God’s part and obedience on our part.

Law Is Light And Is Not Darkness

All that we said of works and grace is true of law and grace. Paul
said of law: “So that the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
righteous, and good” (Rom. 7:12). Why? Paul explains: “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin
and of death” (Rom. 8:1-2). How? It is fulfilled in the Son of God. The
Gospel now motivates us to fulfill the ordinances and the supreme
intent of the law (Rom. 8:3). So, Paul could say he was “as without
law, not being without law to God, but under law to Christ” (1 Cor.
9:21). Paul said he was under law! We are also. Do you know what?
We still have love.

We are under a “law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25). Hence, in obedience to
the law of Christ, He who died for us, we are constrained to die to sin
and live unto Him (2 Cor. 5:14). Accordingly, commandments and law
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are the light of God, though false teachers see such as darkness and
unloving legalism. The liberty of which we read is freedom from sin,
not being cut loose from law, rules, and precepts. Obedience to the law
of Christ forms our character into the divine image (2 Pet. 1:3-5).

Obedience Is Light And Is Not Darkness

All, from the atheist to the liberal, all that creep and crawl, make
fun of obedience. They surmise how cold it is to do something just
because you are told to do it. “One should be good for goodness sake,”
they say. However, to “be good for goodness sake” is still an impera-
tive or command to obey, if they noticed. However, the “goodness” that
comes through obedience to an Almighty, all loving Creator is an all-
encompassing goodness they understand not.

Disobedience is nothing at which to sneeze. To mock, jeer, or
demean obedience is hellishly fatal. God delivers His vengeance on
them who do not obey the Gospel (2 Thess. 1:8). We purify our souls
in obedience to the truth (1 Pet. 1:22). Who wants to be like Pharaoh,
who said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should hearken unto his voice to let
Israel go? I know not Jehovah, and moreover I will not let Israel go”
(Ex. 5:2). Paul said: “... unto them that are factious, and obey not the
truth ... shall be wrath and indignation” (Rom. 2:8). Jesus not only
learned obedience through suffering, “he became unto all them that
obey him the author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9). For our sake, He
“he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). “[H]e that obeyeth not the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him” (Jn. 3:36).

One of our fullest Scriptures is a question:

Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and
teraphim (1 Sam. 15:22-23).

Any who scoff at obedience to God, as if it is low-grade religion, would
spend his time better just hanging around and feeling stupid.

Contention Over Sound Doctrine Is Light And Not Darkness

There is wisdom and there is sound wisdom (Pro. 2:7). There is a
mind and there is a sound mind (2 Tim. 1:7). As long as there is good
and evil, darkness and light (Isa. 5:20), there will be sound doctrine and
teaching contrary to the sound doctrine (1 Tim. 1:10). We should
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expect that there will be falsification, contention, debate, and strife.
God warned us, and, if one does not like it, we must remember that we
did not create religion, we just move rightly or wrongly in it. God said
these words through the holy apostles and prophets:

Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of
our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once
for all delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept
in privily, even they who were of old written of beforehand unto
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God
into lasciviousness, and denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ (Ju. 3-4).

We are to contend earnestly for the faith (Ju. 3). Some say that such
is darkness. One reason why some do not understand this is: “For when
by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need again that
some one teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles
of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid
food” (Heb. 5:12). If contending for the faith is required of us in God’s
Word, to oppose such, one is either ignorant of that Word or rebellious
to it.

There is only “one faith” (Eph. 4:4). It is composed of “sound
doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:3). The word “sound” (hoog-ee-ah-ee-no), means
to “be well in body.”10 It comes from a word that means “healthy.”11

There are those doctrines that are contaminated, impure, and unfit for
spiritual consumption. The doctrines are deadly. That being true, the
war is on. Apollos, a Jew from Alexandria spake boldly in the
synagogue at Ephesus. Scripture says: “[H]e helped them much that
had believed through grace; for he powerfully confuted the Jews, and
that publicly, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ” (Acts
18:27-28). So, elders are told to “convict the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). The
“mouths” of deceivers must be stopped (Tit.1:11). Paul explicitly said
he was “set for the defence of the gospel” (Phil. 1:17). Paul, in fact, had
love of the brethren in mind when he was embroiled in defense and
confirmation of the Gospel (Phil. 1:7). If one wishes to follow Jesus as
our Exemplar, study Him in action in Matthew 22 and 23. Contention
over doctrine is light and not darkness.

The Fear Of God Is Light And Is Not Darkness

Yes! We have brethren who denigrate the fear of God. If you do
fear God, you are thought to be a bottom-feeding Christian. It is
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surmised that you are stuck in the period of the ten plagues. It is true
that fear of punishment is darkness. That means you have done
something sinful. The apostle John said: “There is no fear in love: but
perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that
feareth is not made perfect in love” (1 Jn. 4:18). The word for “fear,”
in 1 John 4:18, is phobos, from which we get phobia. It is not deilia
which means “fearfulness.” We are not given that fear (2 Tim. 1:7).
That type of fear means you have cowardice. The fear of which we
speak is not even eulabeia, which first meant “caution” then “rever-
ence,” or “godly fear.” Phobos can stand for the emotion that causes
flight, dread, terror, and being scared. However, in the moral sense, it
is used in contexts that connote “reverential fear of God” and “inspired
dread” of displeasing Him. Once godly fear is present, one begins to
understand and to know the Almighty, and fear becomes an emotion
enacted by us rather than one forced on us by God.

Thus, we have passages that read: “And if ye call on him as Father,
who without respect of persons judgeth according to each man's work,
pass the time of your sojourning in fear” (1 Pet. 1:17). Too, Paul said:
“So then, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). The fear of God is the
beginning of knowledge (Pro.1:7), and the beginning of wisdom (Pro.
9:10). It is light, not darkness, sweet and not bitter to have awe and fear
in our thoughts of Him Who is beyond all thought.

Love In Deed And In Truth Is Light And Not Darkness

There is a hypocritical love that is in word, but not in deed. Such
love is more powder than shot. John said: “My Little children, let us not
love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth” (1 Jn.
3:18). We promote love. We will not let hypocritical, liberal-type love
drive real love from us. We will cherish “the greatest of these”—love
(1 Cor. 13:13). It is the “more excellent way” (1 Cor. 12:31). We
consider many worthy traits and characteristics, yet God says: “[A]bove
all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness” (Col.
3:14).

The love that we should oppose is that sentimental, mushy,
effusively gushy, liberal love. If it is not to be called “demon love” or
“traitor love,” we should at least follow Paul’s injunction: “Let love be
without hypocrisy” (Rom. 12:9). This liberal love is the love that
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disobeys God in church discipline and strictness of morals. We say: “It
is ‘love too much’ to go to hell for it.” Love “in deed” and “in truth” is
light and not darkness.

CONCLUSION

If time and space permitted we could go onward much more. We
could talk about how the church is light, as is suffering and sacrifice.
We could talk about small numbers and small buildings, and that the
“foolishness of God” are all light. We could list more.

A person who even whispers around that “evil [is] good, and good
evil; that [will] put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that [will]
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isa. 5:20) is not my friend.
He or she is a danger to be watched, and a foe and adversary to be
greatly opposed.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version
unless otherwise noted.
2 The Complete Word Study Old Testament, with Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary
(Iowa Falls, IA: AMG International, Inc., 1994), s.v. “woe.”
3 Joseph Henry Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon on the New Testament  (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970), s.v. “rudiments.”
4 William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago, IL: University of
Chicago Press, 1952), s.v. “noble.”
5 Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th ed., s.v. “symphony
orchestra.”
6 Thayer’s, s.v. “ode,” “song.”
7 W. E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary Of New Testament Words (Old
Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1966), s.v. “to sing.”
8 Arndt and Gingrich, s.v. “song.”
9 Ibid.
10 Vine, s.v. “sound.”
11 Ibid.
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